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1. There are many tasty street in Taiwan, and among them, I like stinky tofu the most.
(A) recipes (B) currencies (C) delicacies (D) itineraries
2. With a tight , [ had no choice but to reserve a cheap hotel during my stay in America.
(A) waistline (B) budget (C) vehicle (D) grip
3. Besides knowledge in class, senior high school students are expected to participate in extracurricular activities

to broaden their horizons.

(A) receiving (B) discussing (C) exploding (D) acquiring
4.  To reduce the chance of getting infected with the new virus, one had better wash his/her hands
(A) constantly (B) severely (C) permanently (D) voluntarily
5. It’s always to carefully consider all the related factors before making a big decision.
(A) sensational (B) sensible (C) sensitive (D) sentimental
6. They like to various spices and herbs to enhance the flavors of their homemade dishes.
(A) grieve (B) distract (C) blend (D) feast
7.  The art in the museum features the works of famous contemporary artists in Taiwan.
(A) exhibition (B) impression (C) definition (D) suggestion
8. The patient was given a warning from his doctor about consumption of salty food.
(A) disposable (B) excessive (C) glamorous (D) conscious
9.  The famous band announced that it would stop its world tour, disappointing worldwide fans awaiting their
performances.
(A) temporarily (B) extremely (C) influentially (D) suspiciously
10. The woman was about using harsh words against her husband, expressing her willingness and desire to mend

their damaged relationship.
(A) defensive (B) coarse (C) fragile (D) apologetic

R EIBR 0% 0 BRE 2 )

(A) A recent study reveals that consuming two liters or more of artificially sweetened beverages per week, equivalent to a
medium-sized fast-food diet soda daily, increases the risk of atrial fibrillation, a condition often termed A-fib and characterized
by irregular heartbeat, by 20% compared to 11 drink none. Also, consuming a comparable quantity of sugar-added
beverages raises the risk of A-fib by 10%, while drinking 12 four ounces of unsweetened juices like orange or vegetable
juice correlates with an 8% lower risk of the condition.

Penny Kris-Etherton, a professor emeritus of nutritional sciences at Pennsylvania State University, underscores that this
study 13 the first to establish a link between no- and low-calorie sweeteners, as well as sugar-sweetened beverages, and
an increased risk of atrial fibrillation.

14 thestudy’s limitations in establishing causation, the relationship between sweetened drinks and A-fib remained
even after considering genetic predisposition. Kris-Etherton stressed the need for further research to confirm these findings and
understand the full spectrum of health implications, advocating for limiting or avoiding no- and low-calorie sweetened beverages

and 15  water instead.

I1. (A) anyone who (B) whomever (C) those who (D) no matter who
12. (A) miraculously (B) generously (C) approximately (D) persuasively
13. (A) assumes (B) expresses (C) contains (D) marks

14.  (A) With regard to (B) In spite of (C) Based on (D) Due to

15. (A) opting for (B) escaping from (C) relating to (D) posing as
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(B) The alarming issue of e-bike battery fires in New York City has become a deadly crisis. City officials have been working to
regulate battery-powered 16 devices due to over 100 fires reported since last year. The tragic story of Alfonso Villa
Muiioz is an example among many tragedies. He purchased an electric scooter against his girlfriend’s advice. The scooter,
17 with a large lithium-ion battery, caused a devastating incident when the battery exploded in their apartment. In the
explosion, a fire broke out and claimed the life of their 8-year-old daughter, Stephanie. This incident highlights the potential
dangers associated with lithium-ion batteries used in e-bikes. The easy accessibility of these devices, along with inadequate

regulations, has 18  alarge number of fires and safety risks in New York City.

The tragic loss of Stephanie is an example of the fatal consequences from these battery malfunctions. As city authorities
rush to address this 19 issue, it is evident that comprehensive measures must be taken to ensure the safety of residents
and users. Experts call for stricter oversight and safety standards regarding the use of e-bike batteriesto 20 both users
and bystanders 20 potential risks.

16. (A) mercy (B) mobility (C) margin (D) monitor

17.  (A) equipping (B) to equip (C) equip (D) equipped

18.  (A) brought about (B) resulted from (C) consisted of (D) given in to

19. (A) pressing (B) objective (C) productive (D) splendid

20. (A) convince; of (B) put; at (C) prevent; from (D) expose; to

=~ NEEEQ0% > FE 1Y)
(A) fatal (B) deliver (C) ownership (D) consequences (E) immune
(AB) sacred (AC) misconceptions (AD) fight (AE) maintain (BC) threat

(A) Rudyard Kipling’s “Rikki-Tikki-Tavi” is a renowned short story derived from an Indian folktale, featuring the mongoose,
one of the fiercest killers in the animal kingdom, as its protagonist. The narrative centers on a loyal pet mongoose who bravely

defends his family from the deadly = 21  posed by a pair of cobras. However, despite its fame in literature, many
22 persist about these bushy-tailed and inquisitive creatures.

Contrary to the popular belief stemming from the tale’s portrayal, mongooses are not completely 23 to snake
venom. Even though they possess a remarkable tolerance, sustained multiple bites can prove 24 . Fortunately,

mongooses have a fighting strategy that keeps them from a snake’s strike. A mongoose will circle around the snake, biting its tail
and causing it to repeatedly strike in defense. The snake eventually becomes exhausted, which gives the mongoose a chance to
25  adeadly blow to the snake’s head.

Throughout history, mongooses have been used by humans to 26 pest-free environments. Ancient Egyptians
respected them for their courage in consuming crocodile eggs, considering them lucky oreven 27  beings. In addition,
in the late 19th century, farmers in Hawaii and the West Indies introduced mongooses to 28 rat infestations in sugarcane
fields. However, this intervention backfired, as mongooses’ diurnal activity conflicted with rats’ nocturnal habits, and they preyed
on native wildlife, leading to harmful 29  such as the extinction of ground-nesting birds in Jamaica and harm to sea
turtle populations. Consequently, several countries, including the US, have prohibited the 30 of mongooses due to the
harm they can inflict on ecosystems.

(B) The largest trees on the planet, known as redwoods, are facing a challenge in a warming world. These trees, which are
31 to the Pacific Northwest, are unable to easily migrate to new locations due to their size and the changing climate
conditions. However, some humans are trying to help these trees find new homes to save them.

Philip Stielstra, a retired Boeing employee, was looking for a meaningful pastime after retiring in 2012. He and his wife,
Gay, were casual golfers, but Stielstra, an anti-war activist in college who 32 to fight in Vietnam, wanted a pastime with
bigger influences. Before leaving his job, he received an email from the city of Seattle's Parks and Recreation Department, which
needed “tree ambassadors.” The department was responding to the decreasing tree canopy cover in the city by promoting an
appreciation forits 33 trees. The volunteer ambassadors would learn about these trees and lead residents on walking
tours to marvel at them. Stielstra, despite being a self-described introvert, signed up. Through his work for the department, he
_ 34 the trees as ambassadors for the city.

Stielstra's experience with the Parks and Recreation Department led him to think about the redwoods and their plight. He
realized that, just like the trees in Seattle, the redwoods needed helpto 35  to the changing climate conditions. He and
his wife, Gay, decided to take action and started the Redwoods Assisted Migration Project. The project aims to help redwoods
find new homes by planting them inareas 36 the climate is more suitable for their survival. The Stielstras have planted
over 1,000 redwoods in the past decade. Their efforts have been recognized by the city of Seattle, 37  has awarded them
the “Tree Ambassador of the Year” award.

Philip Stielstra's dedication to the Redwoods Assisted Migration Project exemplifies the significant impact individuals can
have on environmental 38 efforts. By planting over 1,000 redwoods and raising awareness about the challenges these
trees face, Stielstra inspires others to take proactive steps in safeguarding our natural environment. His work serves as a(n)
39  that every individual can contribute to a more sustainable future for our planet. He has been studying the best
conditions for redwood health in the Pacific Northwest, with a current tree survival rate of about 90 percent. With his efforts,
naturecan 40 alongside human development.

(A) adapt (B) which (C) native (D) regarded (E) reminder
(AB) thrive (AC) remaining (AD) where (AE) conservation (BC) refused
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During the COVID-19 pandemic, widespread lockdowns and “shelter-in-place” orders caused many individuals to spend
more time at home, leading to increased usage of microwave ovens for meal preparation, heating frozen foods, and reheating
leftovers. 41

One of the primary concerns is about radiation emitted by microwaves. = 42  Scientists explain that the
electromagnetic radiation used in microwaves is of the low-frequency type, similar to that used in radios and light bulbs, thus

posing no threat to human health.

Another concern is that microwaving food might make it less healthy. 43  However, conflicting research indicates
that microwaving can retain nutrients, particularly when done for shorter durations.

Another significant concern pertains to the risks associated with heating plastic in microwaves, which can release harmful
substances known as “phthalates” into food. 44  To lower this risk, experts suggest using microwave-safe materials like
ceramic instead of plastic. Additionally, they advise consumers to inspect plastic containers for phthalates by checking for a
recycling symbol with a “3” and either “V” or “PVC.”

In summary, microwave ovens are generally considered safe for everyday use. 45 By following safety guidelines
and using microwave-safe materials, consumers can minimize potential risks while continuing to enjoy the convenience of
microwave cooking.

(A) Certain studies suggest that microwaving may lead to a reduction in the nutritional content of certain foods, such as

broccoli.

(B) Even so, it is still important for individuals to be cautious when using plastic containers in microwaves.

(C) However, this increase in microwave usage has raised concerns regarding their safety.

(D) The risk arises when food is microwaved in plastic containers or with plastic coverings.

(E) Despite worries, the World Health Organization has affirmed the safety of microwave ovens, stating that they pose no
risk of harmful radiation.

(B)

The Solar System has a new ocean, buried in a small Saturn moon. This ocean, discovered by NASA’s Cassini spacecratft, is
believed to be the largest ocean in the Solar System, with a volume of about 100 billion cubic kilometers. The ocean is located in
the moon’s interior, beneath a layer of ice, and is thought to be about 100 meters deep.  46.

The ocean was discovered by NASA’s Cassini spacecraft, which was launched in 1997 and arrived at Saturn in 2004. The
spacecraft spent 13 years orbiting Saturn and its moons, collecting data on the planet’s atmosphere, rings, and moons. 47

The discovery of this ocean has led to a reevaluation of the rules for moons in the Solar System. 48  However, the
discovery of this ocean in a small moon has shown that this is not always the case.

The discovery of this ocean has also raised the possibility of life beyond Earth. 49 The ocean is believed to be about
100 meters deep. It is deep enough for sunlight to penetrate and support photosynthesis, a process that could support life.

50 Tt has also helped scientists to rethink about the moons in the Solar System. After all, it is possible for life to be
hidden in this new ocean.

(A) In 2017, the Cassini spacecraft made a daring dive through the gap between Saturn and its rings, collecting data on the
planet’s interior.

(B) In conclusion, the discovery of this ocean in a small Saturn moon has contributed to the awareness of the Solar System
and the potential for life beyond Earth.

(C) While it is too early to say for certain, the presence of liquid water is a key ingredient for life as we know it.

(D) The discovery of this ocean has significant implications for our understanding of the Solar System and the potential for
life beyond Earth.

(E) Previously, it was thought that moons could only have oceans if they were large enough to have a massive gravitational
pull, which would cause the ice to melt.
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In today’s digital age, artificial intelligence (Al) plays a significant role in our lives, from powering virtual assistants to
revolutionizing various industries. One such Al marvel that you might encounter is ChatGPT, a cutting-edge language model
developed by OpenAl. Designed to understand and generate human-like text, ChatGPT is like your very own virtual friend, ready
to assist you with a wide range of tasks and inquiries.

So, what exactly is ChatGPT? Imagine having a conversation with a knowledgeable friend who can provide information on
almost any topic under the sun. That’s ChatGPT! Whether you need help with homework, want to spark a creative story idea, or
simply seek someone to chat with, ChatGPT is here to lend a virtual hand.

As a student, you might find ChatGPT particularly helpful in your academic journey. Need assistance with a challenging math
problem? ChatGPT can provide step-by-step explanations to guide you through it. Struggling with understanding a complex
scientific concept? ChatGPT can break it down into simpler terms, making learning more accessible and enjoyable.

Beyond academics, ChatGPT can also serve as a source of inspiration and entertainment. If you’re interested in writing stories
or poetry, ChatGPT can offer creative prompts and suggestions to get your creative juices flowing. Additionally, you can engage
in casual conversations with ChatGPT about your hobbies, interests, or even ask for recommendations on movies, books, or
games.

One of the most remarkable features of ChatGPT is its ability to adjust and learn from interactions. The more you engage
with ChatGPT, the better it becomes at understanding your preferences and providing personalized responses. This dynamic
interaction fosters a sense of companionship and makes ChatGPT feel like a genuine conversational partner.

However, it’s essential to remember that while ChatGPT is incredibly knowledgeable and helpful, it’s still an Al model created
by humans. As such, it may not always provide perfect or entirely accurate responses. It’s essential to use critical thinking and
verify information obtained from ChatGPT, especially when it comes to academic research or important decisions.

In conclusion, ChatGPT is a versatile and user-friendly Al companion that can enrich your learning experience, ignite
creativity, and offer valuable assistance in various aspects of your life. So, why not give it a try and embark on a journey of
exploration and discovery with ChatGPT by your side?

51. What is the passage mainly about?
(A) Fun stories behind the invention of ChatGPT by OpenAl
(B) Background knowledge and basic information about ChatGPT.
(C) Worries and problems that might occur after using ChatGPT in learning.
(D) Successful applications of ChatGPT in the field of language learning and teaching.

52. According to the passage, what makes ChatGPT feel like a genuine conversational partner?
(A) Its capability to perform magic tricks.
(B) Its ability to speak multiple languages fluently.
(C) Its quick interactions and personalized responses.
(D) Its great efficiency in helping students with assignments.

53. Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the passage as something that ChatGPT can do for students?
(A) Draw a picture for the arts class.
(B) Ofter novel ideas for a short story.
(C) Give advice on what books to buy or what games to play.
(D) Provide detailed explanations about a complex math concept.

54. What is the author’s attitude toward using ChatGPT in one’s everyday life?
(A) Indifferent (B) Approving (C) Concerned (D) Pessimistic

55. If the following sentences are to be added to the passage, which paragraph are they most likely to be put into?
ChatGPT sometimes writes plausible-sounding but incorrect answers. Also, ChatGPT has been shown to produce some
terrible answers that discriminate against gender, race, and minority groups.
(A) Paragraph 3 (B) Paragraph 4 (C) Paragraph 5 (D) Paragraph 6
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(B)

Researchers have discovered that despite efforts to reduce mercury pollution from human activities, mercury levels in tuna
have remained stable since 1971. This persistence is attributed to the circulation of old accumulations of mercury from the deep
sea into shallower waters where tuna feed. The study, analyzing thousands of tuna samples from 1971 to 2022, revealed that even
with strict mercury regulations, it could take an additional 10 to 25 years for mercury concentrations to begin decreasing in the
ocean. This delay indicates the ongoing challenge in combating mercury pollution and emphasizes the necessity for significant
emissions cuts to achieve a reduction in the coming decades.

Mercury, a naturally occurring element, is primarily introduced into the environment through human activities such as mining
and burning fossil fuels. Despite efforts to reduce mercury emissions, the levels of this toxic metal in tuna have not shown a
decline over the past five decades. The research focused on tropical tuna species like skipjack, bigeye, and yellowfin, which
constitute a significant portion of global tuna catches. The stable mercury concentrations in these fish are believed to come from
mercury rising from deeper ocean regions and mixing with the shallower depths where tropical tuna reside and feed.

Methylmercury, a highly toxic form of mercury that affects the nervous system, is the main form of mercury found in
contaminated tuna. This chemical poses a huge risk to unborn babies, young children, and pregnant women. Pregnant women
exposed to mercury may experience impaired embryo development, causing brain and developmental issues in infants. Each
additional ppm of mercury consumed during pregnancy is associated with a decrease in infants' brain scores.

Mathematical models used by researchers indicate that even with strict environmental policies, it will take several years for
these measures to impact oceanic mercury levels and in turn reduce mercury levels in tuna. The findings stress the urgent need
for a cooperated global effort to address mercury emissions more aggressively and continue monitoring mercury levels. The
government of Taiwan has taken measures to tackle the issue of contaminated tuna with mercury and cooperated with other
nations through various initiatives. For example, Taiwan is a member of key regional fisheries management organizations like
the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) and the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC),
demonstrating its commitment to global cooperation in managing fisheries resources. Meanwhile, with the fish processing sector,
Taiwan’s export-oriented canning industry adheres to certifications like Friend of the Sea, emphasizing social accountability in

fishing practices.

56. How is the information in the passage organized?
(A) In order of function (B) In order of time
(C) By comparison and contrast (D) By problem and solution

57. What’s the main idea of the passage?
(A) It reveals the enduring presence of mercury in tuna despite long-term attempts to lower mercury pollution.
(B) It describes the movement of old mercury deposits from deep sea to shallower waters where tuna feed.
(C) It emphasizes the efforts of the government in Taiwan to cut down on mercury levels in tuna.
(D) It highlights a study spanning nearly fifty years to show the drop in mercury levels at sea.

58. Which of the following is closest in meaning to “impaired” in the third paragraph?
(A) harmed (B) amused (C) detected (D) spilled

59. According to the passage, which of the following is true?
(A) The stable accumulations of mercury in tuna are largely due to the strict regulations from the government.
(B) The goal of reducing mercury levels in tuna would not be achieved without international cooperation.
(C) The mathematical models to monitor mercury levels will not be made until a century later.
(D) The canning industry should be held responsible for raising mercury levels in the ocean.

60. According to the passage, which of the following is an opinion, but NOT a fact?
(A) Taiwan has worked with global organizations to investigate and lower mercury levels.
(B) With global efforts to track mercury levels in the ocean, the current situation may be improved.
(C) A large portion of global tuna catches are tropical tuna species which inhabit the shallow waters.
(D) Human activities, such as mining, are the major sources of mercury in the environment.
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